COVID-19 RESPONSE
DONATE NOW at www.tfss.ca
When schools shut their doors in March 2020 due to the impact of COVID-19, we had no idea that the next time they’d open
would be in September of that year. And, the 2020-2021 school year was a year like no other. With school closures throughout
the year, we found ways to operate most of our programs, irrespective of circumstances.
Student Nutrition Programs
When schools closed, students no longer had access to Student Nutrition Programs (SNPs), an important source of food for many.
We knew that children were hungry and so we launched our Food for Kids initiative to support students while they were learning
virtually. Through this initiative, we mailed out over 265,000 $50 food cards directly to students.

WHAT
WE DO

Nutrition Pantry Program
Though schools were open, some SNPs were unable to operate, and so, we looked for a way to support them. As well, high school
students were only able to attend school for 5 half days every two weeks, and had much less access to their SNPs. In response,
we piloted our Nutrition Pantry (NP) program. We created a Central Pantry which we stocked with shelf stable foods that, with the
help of TDSB Logistics Services and our grocery partners, we delivered out directly to schools. High schools set up their own
Nutrition Pantries where students were able to choose a week's worth of lunch food to take home - things like tuna, soup, canned
fruit and cereal. For the elementary schools that couldn't open their regular program, nutritious, individually portioned snacks, like
granola bars and applesauce, were delivered so that children could access food.
beyond 3:30
Despite the challenges, beyond 3:30 continued to successfully operate safely throughout the year. From September – December,
we operated in-school, at all 18 sites, and as many students chose to learn at home, we launched b3:30 online. When schools
were closed, we were able to pivot our entire program to our virtual platform. As well, in the spring, we launched our Homework
Club 2.0 initiative that delivered over 10,000 hours of one-on-one support.
Emergency Fund
Since the start of the pandemic, our Emergency Fund program, has seen a significant increase in requests for help. This is not
surprising as many parents have lost their jobs, and the cost of food and essential supports continues to rise. While the program
exists for students in need of urgent support, it is limited by the amount of funds we are able to raise.

KEY
FACTS

THE
IMPACT

» From March 2020 – July 2021, over 265,000 food cards were sent to students through the Food for Kids program, representing
over 7.9 million meals.
» Through the Nutrition Pantry Program over 35,000 students in Toronto in over 80 schools were supported on a regular basis.
» The Nutrition Pantry program supplied 421,720 meals total, representing over 3,500 meals/day.
» There are eighteen beyond 3:30 programs offered to students from grades 6-8, and five beyond 3:30 Junior programs offered to
students from grades 3-5.

“I’m a mom of three growing boys, ages, 14, 10 and 7. I want to say thank you for providing my family with food cards through
your Food for Kids Program. It was a very welcome help to our dwindling budget.” - Parent

”Thank you for allowing our son to participate in the food pantry at school. This is a big help for him. My husband is off of work due
to health problems, and my job has cut down my hours because of COVID and this kind of help from school is helping us sustain
our child’s needs.” – Parent

TFSS works with a range of partners to support these critical programs.
For more information please call 416-394-6880 or email info@tfss.ca

