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 MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR

During the challenging 2019-2020 school year, the Toronto Foundation for Student Success 
(TFSS) supported many thousands of vulnerable children across the City of Toronto. Our beyond 
3:30 after-school program, the Gift of Sight and Sound program, the Emergency Fund and 
Paediatric Clinics continued to support our communities. 

As well, Student Nutrition Programs, our core focus, continued to support children in vulnerable 
communities. Though schools had to close their doors in early March 2020, due to the impact of 
COVID-19, we were able to support  212,900 meals per day, in 812 Student Nutrition Programs 
(SNPs).   This program ensured that thousands of children and youth were able to start their 
school days ready and able to learn. When schools closed, we pivoted to our Food for Kids (FFK) 
program.  Through FFK, we were able to distribute over 100,000 grocery cards, representing 
approximately three million meals, to students who could no longer access nutrition at school. 

Through our Gift of Sight and Sound program, we were able to serve 11,911 children and 
provide, free of charge, more than 1,132 pairs of glasses to those who needed them. Our 22 
beyond 3:30 after-school programs, in 18 school sites, provided safe welcoming places for 
children to be at the end of each school day. Here students received academic support, meals 
and nutrition education, as well as opportunities to build their social and physical skills. When 
schools closed in March of 2020, we refocussed our efforts into designing a virtual program to 
support these children.

Throughout the school year, we worked collaboratively with individuals, donors, non-profits, 
corporations, agencies, the City of Toronto, and the Ontario Government. These partners have 
enabled us to support Toronto’s children and youth and we thank them for their ongoing 
generosity, commitment and willing flexibility during the pandemic. 

Finally, I wish to thank my fellow Board members and the many, many volunteers for their 
commitment and dedication to the children we serve. In particular, I would like to acknowledge 
and thank the TFSS Executive Director and her staff who worked tirelessly throughout this year, 
particularly, during the spring and summer months, to make sure that even when schools were 
closed, children in vulnerable communities were supported.

Cam Jackson
Chair, TFSS Board of Directors
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NUTRITION
As the Lead Agency for Toronto, Toronto Foundation for Student Success (TFSS) is proud to be one of 
14 Provincial Lead Agencies across Ontario. As the Lead Agency for Toronto, TFSS provides financial 
and on-site support for Student Nutrition Programs (SNPs) across our city. We are also proud to be 
part of Student Nutrition Ontario – Toronto (SNO-Toronto), a collaborative partnership that also helps 
support SNPs in Toronto. 

Student Nutrition Programs provide children and youth in Toronto with nutritious meals every school day.  
Each community based SNP has a local advisory committee, consisting of school administrators, teachers, 
parents, grandparents and other volunteers, that oversees the operation of the program, from menu 
planning to bookkeeping to school based fundraising. Over the last 21 years these programs have grown 
from serving 11,000 meals a day to over 212,000.

When schools closed in March 2020, due to the impact of COVID-19, we focused our efforts on getting 
food cards out to children normally able to access nutrition through their school-based SNPs. In the last 
three months of the 2019-20 school year we were able to mail out more than 100,000 food cards to 
students in need, representing approximately 3,000,000 meals.

IMPACT

“

812
Programs

25,973,922
meals served 

*September 2019 - March 2020

With the support and 
caring of our many 
partners, funders, donors 
and volunteers, nutrition 
programs in the City of 
Toronto are successful 
and thriving.  
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“Our nutrition program is the figurative (and literal) carrot that brings students into 
our building and keeps them there. For some, the only reason they come to school is 
because they know that there will be food. And by their own admission, it will likely 
be the only time that they eat that day.” – Secondary School Teacher

“The SNP has become a staple in the school, and is relied on. Many students 
are bussed in, and are hungry by the time they get to school. Knowing a meal is 
waiting is extremely helpful.” – Principal, Elementary School

PROGRAMS



GIFT OF SIGHT AND SOUND
Helping Children See and Hear the World Clearly

The Gift of Sight and Sound program serves children in Toronto’s most “at-risk” communities in 
TDSB schools by providing:

• Free vision and hearing checks
• Follow-up optometry clinics
• Free glasses when required
•  Tracking of the immediate results of these

screenings and optometrist appointments

IMPACT

11,911* 
vision checks 

2,995* children
referred to optometrists

1,132*
free glasses

“
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“I’m so happy that my daughter’s hearing was checked. 
We found out she has a hearing impairment. I always had 
to repeat things to her, and thought she was just 
ignoring me. Now we know that, she just couldn’t hear 
me! It’s made a big change in her life. Thank you!” 

" I met one student in our clinic who was in a foster 
system and told me with a very low voice that his 
glasses were broken. It broke my heart to know that this 
child in elementary school had to struggle with 
eyesight. I reassured him that we would get him 
new glasses through our program, and he didn’t have 
to worry.”

*From September 2019 - March 2020

PROGRAMS

Though schools closed in March 2020 due to the impact of COVID-19, we were still able to 
support a significant number of children.



PROGRAMS

BEYOND 3:30
A Safe and Welcoming Place After School

Since 2009, the beyond 3:30 after-school program has 
provided a safe and welcoming place for children to be 
at the end of the school day. Here students get 
academic support, meals and nutrition education, as 
well as opportunities to build their social and physical 
skills.

When schools closed in March 2020, due to the impact of COVID-19, we refocused our efforts into 
designing and delivering a virtual B3:30 program.

Programming includes:

• Homework and academic help
• Physical activity

• Junior Chefs' club
• Arts and crafts

“

1,200 students 
enrolled

22 programs in 
18 school sites
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“When I come to beyond 3:30, it feels like we’re all a 
family.”

“Since getting help on my spelling homework my spelling 
test scores gotten better. I didn’t get high scores before 
coming to beyond 3:30.”

“This is my first year at beyond. In previous years I couldn’t 
go because I had my little brother with me, but now, with 
beyond 330 Junior, he can go get his homework help, so now 
I get to go. And at beyond, I actually get my homework done, 
otherwise I get distracted easily.”

• Performing arts



EMERGENCY FUND
Unique Problems Require Unique Solutions

Many children face unique challenges at school because of poverty at home, as their parents struggle 
to provide food and shelter. Many secondary students are not able to live at home and simply can’t 
afford necessities. The Emergency Fund provides students with support for urgent needs, and in 
emergency situations. This may be a warm coat, a pair of boots that don’t leak or some food.

The needs addressed through the Emergency Fund are as varied as the children we serve. We had 
many more requests than usual in the last three months of the 2019-20 school year, due to the 
economic impact of COVID-19 on families across our city.

MODEL SCHOOLS PAEDIATRIC HEALTH INITIATIVE
Care in the Place Students Trust the Most

The Model Schools Paediatric Health Initiative (MSPHI) 
Clinics are located at school sites and, with medical partner 
organizations, provide services to students. Through this 
initiative, the TFSS and the TDSB work together to bring 
clinical health care services into priority communities.   
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“The funding made a very positive difference in Jeremy’s life. They 
went toward groceries, and Jeremy was also able to buy clothes 
which he needed as he has grown and which he otherwise would not 
be able to afford.” - Administrator

“The funding was used to help my student purchase winter clothing and 
food for lunches. The winter clothing and food will help my student to 
stay healthy, attend class, and be better able to focus.” -Teacher

“
"Anton was able to purchase running shoes. His previous shoes 
had holes in them as his feet had grown and he needed shoes that 
had good arch support, due to medical issues with his feet. These 
new shoes allow him to walk better and keep his feet warm. Thank 
you!!” - Teacher

PROGRAMS



   VISION

The Toronto Foundation for Student Success helps students succeed. 

The Foundation will identify and initiate programs to deal with 
the hunger, poverty and violence experienced by our students.

The Foundation will act as an advocate for students.

The goal of the Toronto Foundation for Student Success is to 
help enable all students to reach high levels of achievement and 
acquire the knowledge, skills and values they need to become 
responsible members of society.

MISSION
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  GOAL

We help feed students, addressing issues of poverty, hunger, and 
poor nutrition, and their effect on education. 

We continually search for new ways to help children overcome 
barriers to success in school. 

We work to provide safe, inclusive environments in which children may thrive. 

We are advocates for children, acting on their behalf.



FINANCIAL SUMMARY

REVENUE

2019- 2020

Grants $19,677,025 

Donations & Fundraising $3,517,339 

Interest / Investment $201,511  

TOTAL    $23,395,875 

EXPENDITURES 

EXPENSE 2019-2020

Program Disbursements $21,751,531 

Fundraising & Outreach $238,011 

Administration $813,334 

TOTAL    $22,802,876 

Grants 84%

Interest /Investment 1%

Donations & Fundraising 15%

Program Disbursements 95%

Administration  4%

Fundraising & Outreach 1%

  2019-2020
REVENUE

2019-2020 
    EXPENSES
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MAJOR FUNDERS
City of Toronto
Province of Ontario 

DONORS

INDIVIDUALS

Anne-Marie McLauchlan
Beth Malcolm
Brian Caldwell
Carla De Jong
Carolyn Griffis
Catherine Booth & Michael Kirk
Cynthia Rowden
David Drew
Douglas Best
Evelyn Gallardo
Felicity Stone

Gord Love & Sarah Jones
Joan Butler
John Byrne
Kali Barrett & Edward Rawlinson 
Kathleen McLachlan
Lavell & Frank Baldock
Lawrence Surtees
Leslie Scott
Linda Young
Marie Huggard
Marion Chin
Navin Kaminoulu
Patricia Gouinlock

Four Seasons Hotel Toronto Giant 
Tiger Stores Limited
Griffith Foods Ltd.
Homelife/Realty One Ltd. Lunchbox 
Orders Inc.
Maple Leaf Sports & Entertainment 
McGraw-Hill Ryerson Limited
The Ontario Produce Marketing
     Association
The OTIP Community Fund
RE/MAX Hallmark Realty Ltd. 
Saputo Inc.

State Street Financial
Sweets from the Earth
Tayco
Toronto Real Estate Board
Transmetro Limited
Weston Foods
Whole Foods Market
Yorkville Toronto Dental Specialists
Guyana Ex Police Association of 
Canada
Isthmus
MAZON Canada

CORPORATIONS & ASSOCIATIONS

Altas Corporation
The Amitabha Buddhist Society Of Toronto
Benevity
The Cadillac Fairview Corporation Limited
The Co-operators Insurance
Crestwood School
Dairy Farmers of Ontario
Egg Farmers of Ontario
Engineering Society at 
        the University of Toronto

Hadden Family Foundation
Helen McCrae Peacock Foundation*
Jays Care Foundation
Kiwanis Club of Casa Loma
Kiwanis Club of Toronto
LesLois Shaw Foundation
The Murphy Family Foundation
Muslim Welfare Canada
Neil & Shirley McDougall Fund*
Norman Allan Middleton Fund*
Ontario Principals' Council
Ontario REALTORS Care Foundation
RBC Foundation
Ronald and Anne Leggett Literacy Fund*
Rotary Club of East York

The Scotiamcleod Charitable Foundation
Second Harvest
Show Kids You Care
Shum Vourkoutiotis Fund*
The Thousand and One Club Charitable Trust
Toronto Educational Opportunity Fund (TEOF)
United Way
      Government of Canada
Vohra-Miller Foundation*
Windswept Farms
Youth and Education Fund
Youth and Philanthropy Initiative Canada
Zita and Mark Bernstein Family Foundation

*at Toronto Foundation
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Paula Jarrett
Rebecca Shropshire
Ronald Turk
Rosa Salerno
Sasheen Niles
Sean Sasso
Steve Uzielli
Steven Hennig
Steven Salamon
Trisha Hough
Tunc Berdan
Valerie Sloman
Yi Tang

FOUNDATIONS & SERVICE GROUPS

The Acapella Foundation
The Actuarial Foundation of Canada
Beth Malcolm Family Fund
Breakfast Club of Canada
Cavelti Family Foundation
Clayton Gyotoku Fund*
Emergency Community Support Fund
          Government of Canada*
Essilor Vision Foundation Canada
Field Family Foundation 
Flatley Family Foundation
Forest Hill Lions
Goldie Feldman Foundation*
The Grocery Foundation



DONORS

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

Cam Jackson 
Chair

Lorenzo Lisi 
Vice Chair

Bill Northcote 
Vice Chair

Bob Douglas 
Treasurer

Katherine Blake 
Secretary
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Carolyn Griffis

Gorick Ng

Soheil Talebi

Thomas M. Weissberger

Malliha Wilson

Paul Christie

Nicole Curling

Alice Eastman 

Dr. Lee Ford-Jones

Ian Gilmour



Toronto Foundation for 
Student Success

2 Trethewey Drive, 4th Floor
Toronto, ON M6M 4A8

www.TFSS.ca

CRN: #88903 6455 RR0001




